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Happy Holiday Season!

Fall is in the air, and unlike back east, where I am from,
you do not see the trees turning brilliant with color,
however there is a change.  The days are a bit crisper and
the feeling
that the rains may come soon is looming. As the fall turns
into winter, and the holidays approach, we wonder what
will the coming year be like, and hope that it will be a
better new year for all.

Holiday Menus
Thanksgiving---
Once again this year we will be serving up complete
dinners as well as sides to go for your holiday celebration.
On Wednesday we will be offering sides to go for pick up
between 2 pm and 6 pm.  Thanksgiving morning, we offer
a complete dinner as well with pick up times between 10
am & 12.30 pm.  See our menu to follow.

Christmas Eve ---
This year we will be offering a Christmas Eve menu, which
will be available to all after the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Orders may be picked up will be before 3 pm on Monday
December 24th.

Holiday Schedule

Thanksgiving--
Fresco will be open Wednesday November 21st until 9 pm.
Open for pre-ordered pick-ups only Thanksgiving
November 22nd 10 am to 12.30 pm
Fresco will re-open on Friday November 23rd at 11 am.
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Christmas—
Fresco will be open Monday December 24th until 3 pm
Fresco will be closed on Tuesday December 25th and
Wednesday December 26th
Fresco re-opens on Thursday December 27th at 8 am

New Year ---
Fresco will be open New Year’s Eve, Monday December
31st until 5 pm
Fresco will be closed all day, Tuesday January 1st
Fresco Re-opens on Wednesday, January 2nd at 8 am

Organic vs. Local…..
Fresco Café uses organic products whenever possible. At
this time, with the size of our menu, we are unable to use
only organic for each item we serve. We are working to
create certain menu items that are 100% organic and place
them on our menu.
However, we are always local when it comes to our
vendors, as part of our desire to contribute to our local
economy. Our vendor list includes Jordanos Food Service,
Harbor Meat & Seafood, Caribbean Coffee, Our Daily Bread,
Edna’s Bakery, The Spice Lady, Shaloob, All Italia,
Berryman and some local farmers in the area.
These are the people we support and we are proud to be
their partners.
 

Employee Spotlights

This month we highlight four employees Guadalupe Roldan,
Armando DeLoya, Julian Diaz and Filiberto Barrios.
Guadalupe Rolden was hired in 2002. When Mark met her,
she was working in another restaurant.  She impressed him
with her customer skills and she was not particularly happy
with her work enviroment.  Mark invited her to apply at
Fresco and she was hired as a cashier. Immediately, it
became apparent that she had a warm personality and was
very intelligent.  She plays a very important role in Fresco’s
service, and is part of the weekday dream team.  Lupe is
also very talented artistically, and everyone knows when
she creates the daily menu board, always beautiful and
welcoming to our patrons.  Lupe is a wonderful mom to
Stephanie, David and Frida and she and Domingo (former
employee spotlight) own a home in Santa Barbara. It is a
pleasure to know and work with such a beautiful woman.

Armando DeLoya came to work with us when he was
nineteen years old at the Fresco North on Hollister Ave. in
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2003. He seemed just a kid, slight in build and very quiet
and it took a long time for his value as an employee to be
noticed.  In 2005 he came over to Fresco Five Points and
he really took charge of the back of the house.  In a hotel
or larger restaurant, he would be known as a steward. His
domain is the utility/prep area and some of his duties
include the safe storage and rotation of all our food,
prepping for the line and he even works as a line cook one
shift a week. Twice he has won mention as a favorite
employee by his peers and everyone has great affection for
Armando.  He likes going to the gym and plays soccer
regularly. He is an employee who takes his responsibilities
very seriously and we thank him for his long service to
Fresco.

Julian Diaz joined the Fresco staff in 2004 as a dishwasher,
then became a prep cook, salad chef and eventually went
on to a line position, all in a few years. Several years ago,
he expressed an interest in the bakery department and was
trained in pastry finishing.  He now works both in the
bakery and as a line cook.  It is fair to say that Julian is
one of the most well-rounded and valued members of the
staff. He is very talented in culinary arts, and with the
assistance of the Fresco team members, and by his own
wits, has turned out really lovely pastries. He also excels
on the hot line a few evenings a week. Julian and Nayely
have a daughter Ashley and son Jesse with a new baby on
the way. We are lucky that we have such a talented and
hardworking man working at Fresco.

Filiberto Barrios also joined the Fresco staff in 2004 as
Catering Prep Cook assisting our catering team, which
worked from this Fresco location at that time.  Once the
major catering operation moved to another location, Filly
continued to work on smaller catering orders for Fresco
Cafe. He has always been very meticulous in his work and
turns out most of the hor d’oeuvres and cold food catering
we provide. He is also the cook who makes all the
Lasagnas, Eggplant Parmesan and prepared salads served
in the restaurant.  He is known as much for his mean
guacamole as his sense of humor, and is a favorite among
the Fresco staff.  You may even see him riding his tricked
out silver bike with the C D player attached at the
handlebars.  We are sad to say that after the holidays, he
will be moving back to Mexico for an extended length of
time.  We only hope that he will return, where a position
will be awaiting him. We are forever grateful for his abilities
and his commitment to quality.

 



 
Meet The General Manager Jason Russell

 
There is little enough space to write about Jason Russell.
Jason was hired in 2004, as a shift manager, and within a
few years, it became apparent that he was to be a vital
part of Fresco’s success. He is a chef, organizer, manager,
problem solver, and pretty much an expert on just about
everything in food. He has knowledge of the organics
movement as well as healthy food choices in general. Jason
has been in the industry for many years, working in
restaurants, school food programs and food co-ops. He has
created menu items and designed many policies and
procedures that we utilize each and every day. At any given
time, you can see him in the back creating a dish,
interacting with a vendor, working magic on the computers
or perhaps dealing with an employee issue.  Fresco would
not run as well, or be what it is to so many, without Jason
here each day.  A true renaissance man, he is a musician
and artist, who along with his wife Narci, create many
works of art, including clothing and mobiles which they sell
to local shops and at street fairs.  He is very modest about
his abilities and really shuns the spotlight but his light
shines very bright here at Fresco. We are grateful that he
happened to apply to that ad we placed so many years
ago, and hope we have many more years ahead with him
by our side.
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